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WAIKIKI AQUARIUM CELEBRATES THE CULTURE OF HAWAII AND TRADITIONS OF 

THE SEA WITH A SPECIAL SERIES OF EVENTS IN FEBRUARY 
 

HONOLULU, HI (December 21, 2009) – The Waikiki Aquarium invites Hawaii visitors and 

residents to learn about the traditions of the sea during five special presentations in February. 

The month’s events focus on raising community awareness of ocean habitat, health, and 

human impacts. 

 
Kicking off the month-long events, Celia Smith, UH Manoa professor of botany, author, and 

colleague of Dr. Isabella Abbott, internationally recognized botanist, hosts a series of 

discussions about limu. Smith will review types of limu, their historical significance in Waikiki, 

alien species, current uses, and the future of this important Hawaiian reef plant to our ocean 

ecosystem.  

 February 1, 3, 8   9:00-10:00 a.m. 

 
In addition, the Aquarium’s yearlong Nana I Ke Kai (Look to the Sea) monthly lecture series 

will launch in February.  The series of presentations, which will be held throughout the y ear, 

will feature cultural practitioners and scientific discussions on climate change, coral 

conservation, ocean acidification and other issues. Sponsored in part by the National Oceanic 

& Atmospheric Administration, Pacific Services Center. 

February 18, 25   6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 
All events and presentations are free and open to the public. For more information, call 440-

9027 or e-mail maryloufoley@waquarium.org. 

 
ABOUT THE WAIKIKI AQUARIUM 



Founded in 1904 and administered by the University of Hawaii at Manoa since 1919, the 

Waikiki Aquarium is located on the shoreline of Waikiki Beach next to a living reef and across 

from Kapiolani Park. The Aquarium – third oldest in the U.S. – showcases more than 500 

marine species, and maintains more than 3,500 marine specimens. Public exhibits, education 

programs and research focus on the unique aquatic life of Hawaii and the tropical Pacific. The 

Aquarium welcomes more than 320,000 visitors annually, and is open daily from 9 a.m. to 

4:30 p.m. except Honolulu Marathon Sunday and Christmas Day. Admission is $9 for visitors; 

$6 for local residents, active duty military with ID, students with ID and seniors; $4 for youths 

ages 13-17 and persons with disabilities; $2 for juniors ages 5 to 12; and free for children 4 

and under and Friends of Waikiki Aquarium (FOWA) members. For more information about 

the Waikiki Aquarium, including membership, please call (808) 923-9741 or visit 

www.waquarium.org.  
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